Information on the Report on Regional Policy
Third Cohesion Report opened a debate on changes in EU cohesion policy. Both EU and national regional policy are one of the instruments that implement the objective of economic and social cohesion of the EU, as well as socio-economic development of individual countries.

The document is an attempt to carry out overall evaluation of the current regional policy system in Poland. The aim of the Report is to make comprehensive review of the most important achievements and analyses of strategic conditions for regional development. In the final part of the Report, conclusions and recommendations have been formulated, as well as the list of operations necessary to create regional policy model facilitating the effectiveness of activities related to regional development. The wide range of issues taken into consideration in the Report also refer to the need of formulating the following:

1. information on the implementation of National Strategy for Regional Development (NSRD) 2001 – 2006; i The Report is a starting point for elaboration of its new edition;

2. premises necessary to start works over the new edition of NSRD 2007-2013;

3. conclusions necessary to prepare a draft Act of the Regional Policy of the State and Development of Regions; evolution of the system and modifications of the regional policy principles require legislative changes in this respect.

The National Strategy for Regional Development 2001-2006, adopted by the government in December 2000, has been so far one of the key strategies of the country’s development with the aim to define principles, criteria, objectives and priorities of regional development. Analysis of NSRD implementation in the years 2001-2003 is one of the most important aims of this study.

After three years of implementation of the strategy the accuracy of its objectives, priorities and its implementation process can be evaluated. This knowledge is especially necessary in the perspective of the new programming period 2007 – 2013, in the framework of which Poland may take advantage of opportunities of regional development support from structural funds. It will be thus necessary to introduce crucial changes in programming, as well as legal and institutional framework, which will contribute to find a relevant equilibrium between improvement of competitiveness of the regions and convergence of their development in Poland within the new edition of NSRD.

The evaluation concentrated on problems that appeared during implementation of NSRD objectives and priorities in that period. It was a time of very intensive activities. The voivodship contracts, which were of key importance for the introduction of new institutions and procedures of regional development, were implemented. The government engaged significant resources (over PLN 3 billion) for the implementation of the new regional policy model which was testified in experimental conditions. It was a brave attempt of the new system implementation, which was only possible thanks to the engagement of territorial governments. 

The system of voivodship contracts in the years 2001 – 2003 was evaluated taking into consideration its usefulness in implementation of the state regional policy objectives. More attention was paid to regional development programming baselines as well as the essence and scope of NSRD monitoring.

The role of national and regional spatial planning in the new model of regional policy was also analysed. 

i which results from the law on supporting regional development in force, as the Council of Ministers information for the Polish parliament.





