Interministerial Task Force for the Preparation of the National Strategy
 for Regional Development for the years 2007-2013
The Prime Minister established the Interministerial Task Force for the Preparation of the National Strategy for Regional Development for the years 2007-2013, by the way of decision of 12 August 2004. Ms Irena Herbst, responsible for regional policy as the Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of Economy and Labour, was appointed the Chairperson of the task force.

The task force comprises representatives of both central and regional governments, including ministerial officials (undersecretaries of states), representatives of the Central Statistical Office, Regional Centre for Strategic Studies, and the Vicepresident of the Office of the Committee for the European Integration. Marshals of all Polish voivodships have been invited to participate in the team’s works.    

Tasks of the team include coordination and dissemination of information on the progress of works over the preparation of the NSRD 2007-2013, and especially on:

· conditions, objectives and directions of the state support to regional development,

· diagnosis of socio-economic development of voivodships, 

· regional development priorities,

· estimated public expenditure from national, EU and private funds, 

· regional policy implementation system.    

International issues remain important in the context of the National Strategy for Regional Development for the years 2007-2013, especially cooperation within the European Union, the Visehrad Group, with the Baltic Sea Region and neighbour countries that do not belong to the EU.

In the course of its operations, the Task Force for the preparation of the NSRD 2007-2013 has established three teams:

· team for regional development measures, indicators and instruments (tasks include: preparation of indicators and measures for the needs of the National Strategy for Regional Development and regional development strategies), 

· team for agriculture and rural areas development (tasks include: identification of objectives and directions for rural development), 

· team for housing (works of the team are especially important in the context of the significant role that the settlement network plays in the state regional development policy).

